very free to find its own functional 
forms. He thus nearly forces our agree- 
ment with his ‘in-between’ position, 
which turns out to be both vague, 
eclectic and more governed by socio- 
logical factors than the author would 
like to admit. But all in all, the book 
provides a model presentation of both 
the dilemmas which biblical inter- 
pretation offers and the possibilities 
it creates for renewal and the deepening 
of our sense of the Church today. 


Fr. James Reese, O.S.F.S., has put to- 
gether a small but well-written book for 
those who preach the Gospel called 
Preaching God’s Burning Word (Litur- 
gical Press, Collegeville, no price). 
The author stresses faith conviction and 
intellectural curiosity in the preacher, 
and has good explanations of modern 
language theories about communication, 
on detecting the heart of the biblical 
message, and on biblical imagery. He 
also explains such difficult areas as the 
New Testament diversity and the con- 
cept of the Trinity. Reese gives flesh 
to the preacher as a prophet, not who 
foretells, but ‘“‘forth-tells’” the Word 
of God with a sense of urgency and with 
full conviction. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Naturally these are only a few of 
hundreds of recent books. They do 
however reflect the concern of today’s 
scholars to raise old questions anew 
and probe every corner again. They 
range widely across historical, sociolog- 
ical, linguistic and theological inquires, 
and are just as surely ecumenical in 
denomination, including Catholic and 
Protestant scholars. Although ecumen- 
ical dialogue can be thorny, one area 
that commands wide agreement from 
Catholics and Protestants alike is the 
setting and original form of the message 
of the New Testament. We have learned 
this together. Nothing can be more 
valuable in taking the Word of God seri- 
ously than achieving the widest possible 
vision, both in terms of deepening our 
insights into the original setting of 
Jesus’ Gospel and that of the early 
Christian community, and in terms of 
today’s present needs. But the Scrip- 
tures do not speak out of time and 
place, as though isolated from the first 
preachers and receivers of the Gospel. 
Nor do they speak into a vacuum today. 
Even now they can only be read in the 
faith context of the Church whose book 
they are. If we deepen our understand- 
ing of the Scriptures, our sense of the 
continuity of the living faith will also be 
strengthened. @ 
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